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CONSTITUTIONAL AND ELECTORAL LEGISLATION AMENDMENT 
(ELECTORAL EQUALITY) BILL 2021 

Statement 
HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.43 pm]: Hon Jackie Jarvis has inspired me 
to also stand and say a few words about the second reading debate on the Constitutional and Electoral Legislation 
Amendment (Electoral Equality) Bill 2021. 
A government member interjected. 
Hon DARREN WEST: Very much so, member. 
It is a bill that I proudly support. Although we were keen to get the bill read a second time, I think members’ 
statements provides me with an opportunity to put on the public record our support for the bill and what I found to 
be the hollowest defence of the status quo one could imagine. This is a historic day, on which this bill has been read 
a second time, and although there is still a long way to go before its passage, I am growing more confident that we 
will see this bill enacted into law. In a true democracy, every vote is equal and that is what this bill proposes. It is 
a long overdue reform to correct the most undemocratically elected house of Parliament in the country. There are 
a few reasons why we should support this bill. Equality of voting is the right thing to do. It is right that everybody 
is given an equal say in how their Legislative Council or upper house members are elected. It is the right thing to do. 
As Hon Alannah MacTiernan eloquently pointed out today, it should not be based just on geography; there are various 
levels of disadvantage and reasons for vote weighting in the election of members of this house. 
The PRESIDENT: Order, member. I just need to remind you that this is members’ statements and the opportunity 
to speak on a second reading bill is on the bill, so you need to be very careful about talking generally about a specific 
piece of legislation that is before the house. So in general terms, I would encourage you to do so. In addition, you 
are also taking up the time of other members who have a member’s statement to make. 
Hon DARREN WEST: Thank you for your guidance, President. I will certainly take that on board. 
Rather than being too specific, I just wanted to get some points on the record about why I think this is an important 
day and why this is an important piece of legislation. I found some of the arguments particularly hollow and I want 
to make the point that once all is said and done, everybody leaving this house and who watched this debate today 
will realise the importance of this legislation. I want to acknowledge the work of the many people who have taken 
the bill this far and acknowledge that this was a dream of the late Labor Prime Minister, Gough Whitlam, who wrote 
many times about the malapportionment in the Western Australian Legislative Council and the way it is elected. 
For the late great Gough, I think he will be smiling down on this legislation as it progresses its way through the 
house and, hopefully, eventually becomes law. 
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